
Background 
 
The Breeding Regulations require updating. There are practises not anticipated by the 
Rule Makers of days gone-by that require inclusion and approval by the industry.  
Much of the body of the regulations appear redundant and/or unnecessary. There are 
references to Rules that do not exist, to persons, organisations and terms that need to be 
corrected. 
For example the regulations are scattered with the term bloodtyping .Wherever it occurs it 
should be replaced with DNA typing, the Ministry of Agriculture & Fisheries is now the 
Ministry of Primary Industries and so on. 
 
 
Frozen embryos. 
 
An approach was made to Harness Racing New Zealand Inc as to whether freezing 
embryos is permitted under the Rules.  
The applicant stated he wished to freeze embryos from his mare as “genetic insurance” in 
case of her untimely death. 
This is a practice not anticipated when the regulations were written. As there is no mention 
either way it would be tempting to say in the absence of it being specifically prohibited, it is 
therefore permissible. 
However as the regulations go into great detail about such things artificial insemination, 
semen transport and frozen semen it would be imprudent not to consult the industry before 
including frozen embryos in the regulations. Tentative approval has been given but the 
wording of the regulation needs to be formulated. 
It seems clear that embryo transfers were initially only permitted in mares who were 
unable to carry a foal to term. Permission was sought prior to the procedure and this 
seems to be have been rigorously enforced. Now we have the situation where an 
otherwise healthy mare may have an embryo transferred while still racing (Habibti being a 
recent example.) 
 
 
The Regulations 
 
Attached is a proposed ‘clean up’ of the Breeding Regulations with the addition of Frozen 
Embryos as a permitted activity. 
 
Key : 
 
Strike through – proposed deletion of regulations that are either redundant or do not reflect 
what actually happens. 
Red – proposed addition or alteration 
Purple – may or may not be deleted 
 
The Rules 
 
The Rules cover Embryo transfer 1615(1) as permitted and define the Breeder (of an 
Embryo transfer foal as “...the owner of the dam of the horse at the time it is foaled or, in 
the case of the foal begotten by embryo transfer the owner of the dam of the foal at 
the time of service. For the purpose of these Rules the breeder of the foal also becomes 
the owner of the foal when it is born.” 
 



This means that should a frozen embryo be sold the resulting progeny will be subject to a 
transfer of ownership except where the Board approves a special contract as provided for 
in the regulations. (Part IV, Embryo Transfers, 20.) 
 
Note: 
 
The regulations refer to The Keeper Of The Stud Book. Currently there is no appointee. 
It is not a compulsory appointment but can be accommodated by the adding the catch-all 
title Chief Executive Officer thus; Keeper of The Stud Book or Chief Executive Officer.  
 
 
If the proposed changes are ratified the Regulations will have to be renumbered 
accordingly. 
 
 



PART IV 
EMBRYO TRANSFERS 
16. 
Any person proposing to engage in artificial breeding by embryo transfer shall apply to the 
Board for authority to undertake breeding by embryo transfer. 
 
Usually, we are advised at the end of the season and only after we make enquiries. 
 
17. 
It shall be a condition of any approval granted by the Board that: 
(a) 
more than one embryo may be transferred from each approved donor mare in each 
year but only one embryo from each mare shall be permitted to develop to full term in 
each year; 
 
(b) 
a donor mare from which a successful embryo transfer has been performed shall not 
be permitted to produce another foal by any other form of breeding in that season. 
 
(c) 
 
 
18. 
The Veterinary Surgeon performing the embryo transfer shall supply to Harness Racing New 
Zealand on each occasion the brands and markings of the donor mare. 
 
This rarely happens as most vets wouldn’t be aware they are included in this Rule.  
Some vets also just go by what they’re told by the owner and don’t check brands.  
 
 
 
19. 
The donor mare shall be recorded as the dam of a foal born by embryo transfer. 
 
20. 
Subject to any special contract which must be approved by the Board, a foal produced as a 
result of an embryo transfer shall be the property of the owner of the donor mare at the time of 
service. 
 
21. 
No foal which has been begotten by embryo transfer shall be eligible for registration unless its 
parentage has been verified by bloodtyping. 
 
Replace bloodtyping with DNA typing 
 
 
 



 
 
 
22. 
Every foal which has been begotten by embryo transfer shall on its Certificate of Registration 
and in all official records carry the notation "E.T." after its name to indicate that it has been 
bred using embryo transfer techniques. 
 
In practice this doesn’t happen.  If “E.T.” appeared after a horse’s name it would appear in the 
race book as (e.g.) Heavenly Maiden ET and pronounced as such. It could possibly appear 
somewhere else on the certificate.   
ET doesn’t appear on our website when you got to Horse Enquiry. (You have to go back a 
generation to its dam – see attached.) 
 
 
 
23. 
Every registered horse which has been begotten by embryo transfer and any of their progeny 
shall be included in a special Stud Register. It shall be a condition of the transfer of any horse 
which has been begotten by embryo transfer and any of their progeny that the transferee is 
advised in writing of the restrictions which may from time to time apply to the racing and 
breeding of such horses. 
 
The Stud Register is a folder that the previous Keeper of the Stud Book maintained. We add to it 
each year.  
To my knowledge no transferee has ever been written to “regarding restrictions which may from 
time to time apply to the racing and breeding of such horses.”  
I am unaware of any restrictions on foals bred by Embryo Transfer.  
 
24. 
Any mare may be used as a recipient mare as long as she is clearly identifiable. TheVeterinary 
Surgeon performing the embryo transfer must supply to the Keeper of the Stud 
Book details of the markings and any other identifying marks of the recipient mare in each 
case. 
 
This should happen but doesn’t. Usually we are just given a name and advised if it happens to be a 
non-standardbred. 
 
25. 
The recipient mare shall before any embryo transfer is performed be certified in writing by an 
approved Veterinary Surgeon as being not more than 40 days in foal and an assurance given 
to the satisfaction of the Board as to her having not been served within 40 days prior to 
embryo transfer and similarly a pregnancy test shall be carried out and the result thereof 
forwarded to the Board within 60 days of the date of the embryo transfer. 
 
I have never known this to happen.  
 



 
 
 
26. 
In every case of embryo transfer, notice thereof shall be included in the Certificate of Service 
form. 
 
There is no section on the existing form to provide this information. 



BREEDING REGULATIONS 

PART 1 

These Regulations are an amendment and consolidation of the Artificial and Semen Transport 

Regulations, DNA Typing and Embryo Transfer Regulations and are made by the Board pursuant to 

the Rules of Harness Racing. 

ARTIFICIAL INSEMINATION 

1. The Regulations which shall be complied with for eligibility to registration of a foal conceived 

by artificial insemination (whether using fresh semen, chilled semen or frozen semen) or 

embryo transfer are set out in Regulations 2 to 26 hereof, subject to any other requirement 

provided in the Rules of Harness Racing or Regulations made thereunder. 

2. The term "Artificial Breeding" shall include: 

(a) all techniques of gathering and collection of semen (whether fresh semen, chilled 

semen, frozen semen) from a stallion and its introduction to a mare; and 

(b) fresh and frozen embryo transfer and; 

(c) the practice of reinforcing natural mating by the collection of dismount samples and its 

subsequent introduction into the mare. 

3. The technique of artificial breeding shall only be performed by: 

(a) in the case of fresh, frozen or chilled semen by an Artificial Insemination Technician, 

or a Veterinary Surgeon registered with the Veterinary Council of New Zealand, who 

has also obtained authority pursuant to these Regulations to practise artificial 

breeding by use of fresh or chilled semen; 

(b) in the case of embryo transfer by a Veterinary Surgeon registered with the Veterinary 

Council of New Zealand, who has also obtained authority pursuant to these 

Regulations to practise artificial breeding by use of frozen semen or embryo transfer. 

provided that in the case of frozen semen any Artificial Insemination Technician shall be 

required to obtain and provide to the Keeper of the Stud Book or Chief Executive Officer, certification 

in writing from a Veterinary Surgeon registered with the Veterinary Council of New Zealand that he 

or she is competent to perform artificial breeding using frozen semen. 

4. (a) Every Veterinary Surgeon or Artificial Insemination Technician shall apply to the 

Keeper of the Stud Book or Chief Executive Officer for authority to practice artificial breeding in 

accordance with these Regulations;  

(b) the Keeper of the Stud Book or Chief Executive Officer shall consider each application and may 

grant authority for such applicant to practise artificial breeding by all or any means or refuse to grant 

authority without providing reasons for its decision. 

5. It shall be a condition of any authority granted and every registered Veterinary Surgeon and 

Artificial Insemination Technician shall: 

(a) keep accurate and complete records as required by the Keeper of the Stud Book or Chief 
Executive Officer of all such artificial breeding undertaken; 
(b) make available such records to Harness Racing New Zealand if, and when, required 

by the Chief Executive Officer. The Chief Executive Officer shall give seven days notice in writing 

of his intention to inspect such records and the Veterinary Surgeon or Artificial 

Insemination Technician will supply them and any relevant information the General 

Manager may require. 

6. Every Veterinary Surgeon or Artificial Insemination Technician and Studmaster shall submit to 

the General Manager, by 28 February in each year a copy of the record of all artificial 



breeding undertaken which shall include: 

(a) a list of any mares that have been artificially inseminated; 

(b) in respect of each mare the name of the stallion from whom the semen was obtained; 

(c) whether the semen was fresh, chilled or frozen; 

(d) the date(s), time(s) and place(s) at which the insemination took place; 

(e) the means by which the donor of the semen was identified. 

( ) the brand symbols as read off the neck of any mare inseminated 

( ) the service certificate fee as determined by the Board from time to time 

7. In each case where artificial insemination is used, such method of insemination shall be 

certified by the Studmaster on each Certificate of Service. The Studmaster shall ensure insemination 

and all procedures associated thereto are performed in a manner consistent with accepted veterinary 

best practice. All facilities associated with the practice of artificial insemination may be subject to 

audit by an Officer or representative of Harness Racing New Zealand Inc at any time. 

 

The Studmaster shall also ensure 

that each straw, beaker or bag of semen collected, whether frozen, chilled or fresh, is clearly 

labelled with the name of the stallion from which the semen has been collected and the date of 

that collection. 

8. An approved Artificial Insemination Technician may carry out duties at no more than two 

separately owned studs. 

9. (1) Every person or Studmaster who is to engage in breeding of horses by artificial 

breeding shall make application to the Keeper of the Stud Book prior to commencing 

stud duties for the season for authority to practice artificial breeding. 

(2) Before any such authority shall be granted, the premises at which such breeding shall 

be undertaken shall comply with the following requirements (where appropriate): 

(a) the stud and stud premises to be used in the artificial breeding programme 

shall give the overall appearance of a well-conducted operation; 

(b) the general area in close proximity to the stud facilities shall be maintained in 

a clean and tidy manner; 

(c) an area for the handling of semen should be located as close as possible to 

the serving area and inseminating shed. Positioning and design of the semen 

processing area should be such that semen will receive a minimum of light 

and temperature shock and should contain: 

(i) a clean bench and sink with hot and cold water. Ample space must be 

provided for preparation of collection equipment and handling of 

semen; 

(ii) some method of maintaining semen, glassware and equipment 

coming into contact with semen at 39ºC. 

(iii) enough glassware to allow for each semen collection to be placed in 

clean, dry containers. Separate glassware and AV liners or collection 

equipment must be provided for each stallion standing on the 

property. Such equipment must be indelibly marked with the name of 

the stallion for which it is to be used, for example colour coded and 

marked on each beaker, flask or semen collection vial. 

(iv) disposable gloves and inseminating pipettes for each insemination 



and syringes for each collection. Such equipment is not to be reused; 

(v) separate disinfecting containers for the soaking of used glassware 

and AV liners; 

(vi) adequate dust free cupboard space for storage and drying of 

equipment; 

(vii) walls and floors made of materials which allow for easy cleaning; 

(d) the inseminating shed should be designed to provide hygienic conditions and 

ensure minimum damage to semen; 

(e) on completion of collection/inseminations using semen from any stallion, all 

equipment used shall be totally cleansed, sterilised and returned to dust free 

cupboards; 

(f) all semen present in the collecting area, work room or insemination shed at 

any given time shall be identifiable as to the name of the stallion from which it 

originated. 

(3) Notwithstanding any of the foregoing provisions of clause 9(1) hereof a Veterinary 

Surgeon or Artificial Insemination Technician duly authorised to practise artificial 

insemination at a particular stud or studs may take to and utilise the artificial 

insemination equipment specified in clause 9(2)(c)(iii) and (iv) owned by his own 

practice provided that such equipment is sterilised before and after use at each stud. 

PART II 

TRANSPORTED NEW ZEALAND SEMEN 

These Regulations in this Part or the Breeding Regulations shall apply in any case where semen used 

in artificial breeding is collected from a stallion resident in New Zealand and transported for use 

within 

New Zealand. 

10. Semen whether fresh or chilled or frozen transported from the premises at which it is collected 

to other premises shall only be used if prior approval is obtained from the Board. 

11. (a) An application for approval pursuant to Regulation 10 hereof shall be made to the 

Board by the Owner or Studmaster of the stallion; 

(b) a separate application and approval shall be made and obtained for each particular 

stallion and mare. Approval must be obtained for each mare to be inseminated with 

semen to which this part of the Regulations applies; 

(c) prior to an approval being granted the stallion shall be registered pursuant to Rule 

1606 of the Rules of Harness Racing; 

(d) no approval shall be granted in respect of the semen of any stallion which is an 

Equine Viral Arteritis shedder stallion except where the semen is being transported 

from an Equine Viral Arteritis Movement Control property as approved by the Ministry 

of Primary Industries to another Equine Viral Arteritis Movement Control property 

as approved by the Ministry of Primary Industries. 

12. (1) The Keeper of the Stud Book or Chief Executive Officer on the granting of an approval shall 

forward to the Studmaster or owner a Service Certificate. 

(2) The Service Certificate will be pre-printed with the names of the 

mare, stallion mare's owners and stud concerned. 

(3) The Studmaster shall sign the Semen Transport Service Certificate, insert the first 



and last dates of insemination, the brand of the mare as read from her neck provided to him by the 

person performing the insemination and whether the semen used was fresh, chilled or frozen. 

(4) The Veterinary Surgeon or Artificial Insemination Technician shall sign the certificate 

certifying that insemination has taken place. 

(5) The completed Semen Transport Service Certificate must be returned 

to Harness Racing New Zealand pursuant to Rule 1611 of the Rules of Harness 

Racing with the Semen Transport Fee as set by the Board from time to time. 

PART III 

OTHER TRANSPORTED SEMEN 

The Regulations contained in this Part of the Breeding Regulations shall apply in any case where the 

semen used in artificial breeding is collected from a stallion other than a stallion resident in New 

Zealand and transported for use in New Zealand. 

13. Semen whether fresh or chilled or frozen transported from premises at which it is collected to 

other premises shall only be used if prior approval is obtained from the Board. 

14. (a) An application for approval pursuant to Regulation 13 hereof shall be made to the 

Board by the Owner and Studmaster of the stallion as defined by Rule 1606A(5) of 

the Rules of Harness Racing. 

(b) A separate application and approval shall be made and obtained for each particular 

stallion and mare. Approval must be obtained for each mare to be inseminated with 

semen to which this part of the Regulation applies. 

(c) Prior to an approval being granted all requirements pursuant to Rule 1606A of the 

Rules of Harness Racing in respect of the use of each stallion must be complied with. 

(d) Prior to the Board granting any approval in respect of any application made pursuant 

to sub-rule (2) of Rule 1606A the Board shall require the details of the DNA type of 

the stallion in respect of which the application is made from the controlling body in the 

country or state in which the horse is domiciled. 

(e) No approval shall be granted in respect of the semen of any stallion which is an 

Equine Viral Arteritis shedder stallion or any other stallion whose semen is not entitled 

to be imported under the Ministry of Primary Industries protocols and regulations 

applying from time to time. 

(f) It shall be necessary for any application made pursuant to Rule 1606A in respect of 

an overseas stallion to include a copy of the permit to import issued by the Ministry of 

Agriculture & Fisheries and any documentation relative to clearance for import 

that may be required from time to time. 

15. (1) The Keeper of the Stud Book on the granting of an approval shall 

forward to the Studmaster a Semen Transport Service Certificate. 

(2) The Semen Transport Service Certificate will be pre-printed with the 

names of the mare, stallion,  and Stud concerned (as defined in Rule 1606A). 

(3) The Semen Transport Service Certificate shall be completed and signed 

by the person specified in Rule 1606A(5), noting the last date of 

insemination, the brand of the mare as read from her neck as provided to him by the inseminator 

and whether the semen used was fresh, chilled or frozen. 

(4) The Veterinary Surgeon or Artificial Insemination Technician shall sign the certificate 

certifying that insemination has taken place. 

(5) The completed top copy of the Semen (Overseas) Transport Service Certificate shall 



be returned to Harness Racing New Zealand pursuant to Rule 1611 of the Rules of 

Harness Racing together with the Semen (Overseas) Transport Fee as set by the 

Board from time to time. 

PART IV 

EMBRYO TRANSFERS 

16. Any person proposing to engage in artificial breeding by embryo transfer shall apply to the 

Board for authority to undertake breeding by embryo transfer. 

17. It shall be a condition of any approval granted by the Board that: 

(a) more than one embryo may be transferred from each approved donor mare in each 

year but only one embryo from each mare shall be permitted to develop to full term in 

each year; 

(b) a donor mare from which a successful embryo transfer has been performed shall not 

be permitted to produce another foal by any other form of breeding in that season. 

(c)  a frozen embryo shall not be transferred until the donor mares dies. Such death to be notified 

to the Chief Executive Officer pursuant to Rule 408(2).  

(d) Notwithstanding a mare has embryos frozen for use after her death, she shall be permitted to 

produce a foal by other forms of breeding during her lifetime. 

18. The Veterinary Surgeon performing the embryo transfer shall supply to Harness Racing New 

Zealand on each occasion the brands and markings of the donor mare. 

19. The donor mare shall be recorded as the dam of a foal born by embryo transfer. 

20. Subject to any special contract which must be approved by the Board, a foal produced as a 

result of an embryo transfer shall be the property of the owner of the donor mare at the time of 

service. 

21. No foal which has been begotten by embryo transfer shall be eligible for registration unless its 

parentage has been verified by DNA typing. 

22. Every foal which has been begotten by embryo transfer may on its Certificate of Registration 

and in all official records carry the notation "E.T." after its name to indicate that it has been 

bred using embryo transfer techniques. 

23. Every registered horse which has been begotten by embryo transfer and any of their progeny 

shall be included in a special Stud Register. as provided by Rule 1616(1). It shall be a 

condition of the transfer of any horse which has been begotten by embryo transfer and any of 

their progeny that the transferee is advised in writing of the restrictions which may from time to 

time apply to the racing and breeding of such horses. 

24. Any mare may be used as a recipient mare as long as she is clearly identifiable. The 

Veterinary Surgeon performing the embryo transfer must supply to the Keeper of the Stud Book or 

Chief Executive Officer details of the markings and any other identifying marks of the recipient mare 

in each case. 

25. The recipient mare shall before any embryo transfer is performed be certified in writing by an 

approved Veterinary Surgeon as being not more than 40 days in foal and an assurance given 

to the satisfaction of the Board as to her having not been served within 40 days prior to 

embryo transfer and similarly a pregnancy test shall be carried out and the result thereof 

forwarded to the Board within 60 days of the date of the embryo transfer. 

26. In every case of embryo transfer, notice thereof shall be included in the Certificate of Service 

form. 
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