
 
 

CONSULTATION ON PROPOSED NEW BREEDING REGULATIONS 

EXPLANATORY NOTE 

 

 
Closing Date for Submissions:  Friday 25 August 2016 
     Telephone: John Mooney, 021 614 190 
     Email: john.mooney@xtra.co.nz or  

brad@harnessracing.co.nz 

 

Background 

In late 2015 HRNZ proposed to NZSBA that a joint review be conducted on the current Breeding 

Regulations. The main purposes were: 

a. to consolidate the regulations which have been added to over the years with Parts on 

DNA, artificial insemination and embryo transfers; and 

b. up date the regulations to deal with frozen embryos, semen sexing and cloning. 

 

Draft Regulations 

Attached are the draft new Breeding Regulations. This draft has been considered by and 

endorsed by the joint Harness Racing New Zealand and NZSBA Liaison Committee and approved 

for circulation as an NZSBA draft. 

We are seeking industry views. The new regulations will go to the HRNZ Executive for approval in 

September and will be effective from 1 October 2016. 

Breeders are invited to make submissions by email, as above, or telephoning NZSBA Chairman 

John Mooney. 

 

Principles 

These regulations are drafted around five core principles. 

1. Only one foetus from a mare, however and whenever conceived, shall be brought from its 

embryonic state to birth in each season.  

2. Only one horse per mare from a particular season may be registered in the Stud Book 

irrespective of the age of the horse at the time of registration.  

3. A horse born from: 

i. a cloned embryo; or 

ii. sexed semen or the sexing of embryos (or any process that attempts to 

predetermine the sex of the foal); or 

iii. an imported frozen embryo; or 

iv. any of the  progeny of the above,  
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is not eligible to be registered in the Stud Book. 

4. The Rules relating to the accurate identification of the parentage of all standardbreds and 

the maintenance of the NZ Stud Book as an accurate record of the genetics of the 

standardbred horse in New Zealand shall be paramount for ensuring the integrity of the 

NZ Stud book. 

5. The administrative arrangements under these Regulations shall be designed to minimise 

compliance costs and shall include the use of online media. 

 

Example A: 

 Mare A is breed and an embryo is removed and successfully transferred to Mare B. 

 Mare A cannot be bred again for her to carry a foal that season. 

 Mare A could be bred again and the resulting embryo frozen for use in another season. 

 

Example B 

 Mare A is successfully bred three times in season Year 1 and on each occasion the 

embryos (E1, E2 and E3) are frozen. 

 Only one of the embryos may be bought to birth in a subsequent season, say Year 2. 

 Mare A cannot be served in Year 2 and carry a foal in Year 2 if one of her frozen embryos 

are being used in that season. 

I 

Approval Required for all Artificial Breeding (excludes natural service and AI) 

a. All Artificial Breeding, except natural service and the insemination of fresh, chilled or 

frozen semen into a mare, shall require the advance approval of HRNZ. (This is currently 

the situation for embryo transfers (ET). Pre-approval has been extended to other aspects 

of artificial breeding.  New forms will be developed for these approvals including online 

applications. 

b. Artificial Breeding includes: 

i. Insemination of a mare with fresh semen, chilled or frozen semen with the 
intention that the resulting embryo is collected and then placed in a surrogate 
mare which carries the foetus to full term, known as ‘embryo transfer’. 

ii. The harvesting of eggs from a mare for storage and use at a later date.  

iii. In vitro fertilization or any process by which an egg is fertilised outside the 

body of the mare and: 

A. the fertilised egg is then implanted in the same or another mare’s 

uterus; or 

B. the fertilised egg or eggs are stored. 

iv. The harvesting and storage of an embryo or embryos.  

v. The collection and storage of semen for use at a later date.  
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vi. The placement of an embryo in a mare, whenever harvested. 

 

Prohibited Practices 

Horses born using the following techniques cannot be registered in the NZ Stud Book. 

a. Horses produced from embryos imported into New Zealand cannot be registered. 

b. Clones cannot be registered. 

c. Horse bred from sexed semen cannot be registered. 

It is the policy of all harness racing jurisdictions to ban cloning and the sexing of semen. At the 
2015 World Trotting Conference “[d]iscussion was held on semen sexing rules and regulations of 
each country – finding it is either banned or about to be banned as a breeding practice. It was 
agreed, that as an important issue, countries continue to ban semen sexing.”   

Additionally the Conference confirmed “all countries advised that cloning was not allowed under 
their rules.  

HRNZ, with NZSBA, will monitor develops in breeding technology. In the future there may be 

market opportunities to use these technologies to reduce costs and wastage. 

 

Who can perform artificial breeding? 

a. All breeding techniques can be practised by veterinarians.  

b. Breeding Technicians need to be approved by the HRNZ CEO 

c. Breeding Technicians may practice AI with fresh, chilled and frozen semen. 

 

Frozen Embryos are to be registered 

The regulations permit the freezing of ova and embryos. Frozen embryos will be treated like a 

registered horse must be registered with HRNZ. Initially they will be attached to the mare 

registration and can be sold and transferred. This information will be available via Infohorse. 

 

Ownership 

a. A horse produced by Artificial Breeding (except as in (b) below) shall be owned by the 

owner of the donor mare as at the date of foaling. 

b. A horse produced from frozen embryo shall be the property of the owner of the embryo 

as at the date of transfer and as noted in HRNZ’s records. HRNZ will develop a process to 

register the frozen embryo in order to ensure accuracy of the pedigree and minimize 

potential confusion and conflict.  The registration number for the embryo should be 

linked to the brand of the future horse 

c. Parties can contract out of these arrangements if the arrangement is in writing and 

notified to HRNZ in the prescribed forms. 

 



 
 

Offences 

Breaches of the regulations will be serious racing offences under Harness Racing Rules and may 

make breeders, veterinarians and others assisting liable for disqualification, suspension and or 

fines. 

 

 
John Mooney 
NZSBA Chairman 
2 August 2016 


